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Lesson 4 Taro's Suns Look Toward World Peace

Part 1 | What made Okamoto begin the quest for his own style?

Among the many works by Okamoto Taro, two are especially outstanding due to the scales of their sizes and of their
impacts on viewers.

HiGE) outstanding "Bz o7z, BEH L 72, FrCEN, R D, FFERD |

AGEE) ducto T~DIFHIH T, ~DELIFT, ~IcL 3

T FAKIEDL  DIEROHRT, 2 A A XL BAEBE~OEE LV T L TRICENTVUE T,

Tower of the Sun is a huge monument which stands in Expo '70 Commemorative Park in Osaka.
HEE) monument "R (R, &, 8H) | Rl@W. EBE
commemorative G&D, A& L Ty

) KB DRI RS AR H 5 ER RS T,

It is 70 meters high and 20 meters in diameter at its base.
HiGH) diameter TTEES) TR /daemetor/ "4 A4 7 3 4 — ) BREAMIE 2 i 3% radius "L
) Z4UI 70 A=V DFS T, LAEDETIRER 20 A — FLTY,

In Tokyo, there is a mural named Tomorrow's Mythology, 5.5 meters in height and 30 meters in width, which is on
permanent exhibit in Shibuya Station.
k) BIRAF O IERIRAE  BiAN
HiGE) mural TEEH], BEAG D
mythology "fiifi, 3% Greek mythology ¥V & v #fiF)  Itsall Greek tome. (B ASADAISA, RS K0, |
permanent "AKIED, KAD, K7z 3% WFEGE Ttemporary (—RfYZ2) |
exhibit "R, BV
) WHICIE, S 5.5 X — bk, B 30 X — b VOBIHDOMES & ) HOBERDD D 97, BEEIIREARENT
HRERINTHET,

What are the messages these art works send us today?

) NS DESPBSHTLICESE Xy —2 L3 ilDTL 2 )0 ?
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Okamoto Taro was born in 1911 as the eldest son of manga artist Okamoto Ippei and tanka poet and novelist Okamoto
Kanoko.

i) as 2 oWT  BHHARE

HAGE) elder T £

) FAAKERIE 1911 FBHERK DO RIA—F- & RGN NIRRT ORE E LThEENE L,

He entered Tokyo Fine Arts School in 1929, but soon left for Europe with his parents.

) B 1929 FFITHEEEMARICAZE L F Ld, T CICMBlE —ffica—ay SNfTE X L7,

After his parents returned to Japan, Taro remained alone in Paris to continue his studies there.

) MBI HARISRE > 788, REBIZ Y TR 26T 572 DIc— ATRD £ L7,

For about ten years, he was active in the art world of Paris.

) K10 ML ISV o7 — FHRCIEREL £ L7,

Okamoto was searching for a direction in which to proceed.

3CR) HinEE + BIRAAE

ZCREFTRDOLIICEATIE N,

Okamoto was searching for a direction which to procced in [a direction].

ZDOETIE Ta direction) 235EfTE] T, Twhich to proceed iny 23BHFREFIEI & 2> TWE T, 2D which 133
ROHNEF in OHIFEOBE 2 L T x 7, BIRRAFIHIEFD HAGEECZ > Tw 256, 2 DHlEH D
— I BIREIE O SeBICE S Z EATEE T,

Okamoto was searching for a direction in which to proceed.

HAGE) proceed 'HifT9 %, iEde, B HD3

AGE) search for A TA 2484 ) 3 search for a house (¥ "RWE ZH LT | search a house & "KDOH17%
kN

W) FARIGES TRz L Tex L7,

In the summer of 1932, he came across a work by Pablo Picasso.

GE) come across TEANE S . HBARDOIT S
) 1932 FFDFEIT, #KiZ 87 a - Eh Y O EBREELE L7,
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Okamoto felt the urge to confront and overcome Picasso all the more because he was deeply moved by Picasso.
HAZE) urge ")
confront "XHLY 5, SLHED
overcome 'FERY B, BB,
FGE) all the more because 72250 KWk 25Ty
J6¥8) over /dvvar/ TH T 7 —
) MARZEAVISGERICEH L 2D THZ > TEAVICHHLL D BIEE ) & 2MWE 2L £ L 7,

Instead of copying Picasso, Okamoto began his own quest for a new style of abstract painting.
HAZE) quest TR, B3R,
abstract "HIRMNZ, 5. B,
) EAYDOERE TR0 IS, MAZETHIOH L IIREDZ 5 A V2R LIRD £ L7,

He drew attention for being accepted as the youngest member of a group of abstract artists called Abstraction-Creation.
) BhdeE (RENRE)  Tbeing + A DML LD,
Z 2Tl Tpeing accepted (RO HND T L) 1 L\ ) XEJREDOE 4D Tdrew attention fory D HIVFEICZ 7% -
TwET,
HAGE) accept ZIFANS, B 5

abstract THIRIZ, #IRIRD
FGE) draw attention for A TEEZ A ICEIE DT 5
A BIET TR I A - LT F VR EEN S HRIRD EMFREFNTRED DA 3= L
TROOLN L THEHZEDFE L7,
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Part 2 | What was "beauty" for Okamoto?
Eventually, Okamoto's interests extended beyond the issues of color and form.
i) issue () TRPE, G, 3000, (R ED) 5 - i FEfT. BiAE,
W " (FARE) 2Hd, (ZAFX-bRL) 285, (MEEkE) 2T 5. T -
a4 E) 27T 5
F) 2wz, MADBEIRIZOPHRBOMEZ A TARD £ L7,

In search of something with more "sense of reality," he produced Wounded Arm and broke away from purely abstract
painting.
HGE) insearchof "T~Z#1L T, ~ZJERL T
preak away from "~2>5 1334 % |
) X OBFEEDH 2 D% ROT, BIIMGE L EWizHfE L., MkIchiRm» S 1z dFng L,

This painting caught Andre Breton's eye and was submitted to the International Surrealist Exhibition held in 1938.
k) oy OB EE
Yl e AP OEHMIT 5 2 L, BIRMGFDERIN TS LA A -2 L TH S,
(M%) to the Internatigﬁ:z?l Surrealist Exhibition [whi{/‘;ﬁ}zla was| held in 1938.
HGE) catchone’seye "THEEZH] <
) ZofRETYFL - 7L Y OHZGNGT, 1938 FIChffE Sz 2L 7Y AAEBRREICR S
L7,

But Okamoto did not take part in the surrealist movement either.
HGE) take partin "~IZSMNT % = participate in = join (in)
A L LEARES 2L 7Y RLEIHICH FASMLEFLATL,

Struck by the beauty of folk arts from around the world, he concentrated on studying ethnology and philosophy at the

University of Paris rather than painting pictures.

HE) e iR DR Eo TR, XD FEEFR LIS 500 EH],

Hig Sz
Because he was struck by the beauty of folk arts from around the world,

A0 MARPORZEEMDEL SIDLZHND T, HIFRZHC I D L LA RETRBY: L%
iRd A2 LICERLEL 72,
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In 1940, when war was approaching Paris, Okamoto returned to Japan, where he resumed artistic activities at the end of

1946.

R 1940 4F, BRFHDI ) ITIED VT W E L7, MARIZHARICED £ L7, 1946 ERICIZZEMTESE 2 FHE L
F L7,

He criticized the Japanese art world for remaining the same over the years.

) RIEHEROZMABREICO>TEDLL W 2L £ L7,

He referred to this as "the Stone Age of painting."

HEE) refertoAasB TAZ B EE D) /refertoA TAICERT S, A22BT5, A%ZRT
¥ reference (n) "EX&. 1. 2, &%, B, MwiEb¥, GEHE, #EER, SE55CiR, 1L

) refer / rifdir / -> BRELEE 2 S
reference / réf(@)r(o)ns / ~> TEIIEE 1 i

) i onE TEmoaafty EEvE Lk,

By turning discords between opposing elements into energy, he presented noteworthy works one after another, including

Heavy Industry and Law of the Jungle.

Hilg S iz

Xik) Ak while he was including Heavy Industry and Law of the Jungle.
it discord "A—E AFHAL
oppose A5, HPLT A, XV T B
noteworthy "BE# 22, HIZD)
HGE) turn AintoB TA Z BICAZ %
one after another X% &, B oHN 5
) T LEEDHEDA B2 TRV F—ICEZD I LI Lo T, IFETHESLY v V0% ZE
tr, BHE LR ZRZICHEEL £ L7,

In 1954, Okamoto wrote a controversial book titled Art Today.
k) rEOREBET AN
at) controversial "iam 2 S, IR ORMD H 5 |
) 1954 4, WIAIZS HOZEMN LS N ikim e SAZE S X L1,
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Many people were shocked by his stating, "Art today should not be good. It should not be pretty. It should not be pleasant."
i) B Ok Lo 35

B4 ORK Lo EFEE, A - AT OFTE £ 72 1 HIE 2 B145E O ERTICE .

Z 2 ClEEIE Tstating) DIEBNHCEL>NIFTAEE DA Thisy WEK LOFEBICEDET, TITHE
FEDFFE This) 2SR E, Tstating) DFFEIX "Tmany people) 127> TWEWE T,

B Lo FFEPIRAF DL, EEOR S TIRHNBPHRAICEL 50T, HWKICAS I EH%
<7,

e.g) I can’t stand him shouting when he is angry. (D3> TW BRI ER 2 Z LT, FAFRIETE A, )
HiGE) Z3GE Tpretty, "7 0 MMIC, & ThH, b, Envik,

H) LLDALE TSHOEMER WD TIEH D XA, ZNEPDVVETVHD FHA, ZIUIRKL
WHDTIEH D XA, 1 EEDE-oT 2 2 LIliBEL2ZITE L7,

However, that was not to say that Okamoto maintained that art should be clumsy, dirty and unpleasant.

= W i
#3C) That is not to say that Okamoto maintained that art should be clumsy, dirty and unpleasant.

W bR kW i pefea
FiliEEN) not to say that Okamoto maintained that art should be clumsv dirty an.

HIEEN) a_rt should be clumsy, dirty and unpleasant.

HZE) clumsy "Aeel 7z, T &, iz v

O L L Zaud, MARFSEMRDP R GIZ T T AMRTRTNE RS R EFRLDLITTIEH D
F¥A,

He persistently expressed his doubts about art's being "good," "pretty" and "pleasant."

HAZE) persistently " L2 Z < FEEIC, AKFHEHYIC

%EaE) pretty 227D MHEIZ, bV, Zhwnk, PRu, BTV

) PIFEMD TRV, Thbvwey TELe, 2ETHE I EIHTIHDRENMZ LI CRIL XL
7

M A
According to him, "beauty” had to be something _that shook the viewers' values.

) Bz i kR, TS BERLZANLDMifEEFES DT DD TRITFIULR S R 5D TT,
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Part 3

The theme of the Japan World Exposition held in Osaka in 1970 was "Progress and Harmony for Humankind."
k) raOREBET AN

) 1970 SFITKB CHAfE S N RS 2D 7 — <&, TABDMES LJf1, TL 7%,

Despite being nominated as producer of the theme space, Okamoto created Tower of the Sun, a monument overflowing
with primitive power, which seemed to be in conflict with the main theme.
k) BItREIOIERIRA T BiA N
k) despite T~IZH 2020 53 = in spite of, although, nevertheless
overflow 'H 505, HISHIEKL, %5
primitive "JIRIZ, KD, Kilid
FGE) in conflict with T~ & RIVZ/fZE LT, ~EFNL Ty
) TR 7O T 2 - - LTRAINICO b5, MARKEGOEZHEL £ L, Kb
DI FIRINZ TS T 20T, ZHUIAA v T —<EFHEL T k) Icllbinx L,

The display in the basement of the tower emphasized the primitive aspect of diverse cultures.
i) diverse [Zfk7e, 4D, IEXER, WAHVAY
) ORI OLRBLUL, k2 LR RRITH 2 5[ L £ L 7,

For instance, masks, statues and tools gathered from all around the world were exhibited there.

3CiR) SrElORIEREE A

HGE) for instance "] Z 13, = for example ¥ for example (MM FHFZRT Z ENL DI L, for
instance (A 7 HH 2 R I EHIADD 5

A BIZE, PR SR S N ARIE PGP ERSZ IR SN E L,

When visitors went into that space, they were able to feel the atmosphere of ceremonies carried out by shamans.
k) rEOREBET AN
HAZE) atmosphere 'FHFHR. LH—F., #, K&y
shaman "SEREH., > ¥ —~7 ]
HGE) carryout {79, FEiT 5, FETT 5,
A BFERZ DRI A- T & E S IBBREICL > TUTObNBAOFHKAZIEL 2 2 LB TEEL
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The great powers of Europe and America had often used world expositions to show off their strength and to promote

colonialism.

SCE) MEF T SEHENG

HAZE) promote "MEdET 5, IRELT 2, #EMET 2, FaE - HT 5

HEE) showoff H> Z KRB 2, ARIFITRT, HREUs 91T,

A BWCKFERE L, Ho72b0mS % ABPICR T 200, MRMFERZHEET 2 -0 IcHESZ2AHL £
L7,

(R
In response to this, Okamoto tried to produce a site of energy where all people could participate equally and express

M4
contradictions _that they felt.

3CE) BRI

Okamoto tried to produce a site of energy. + All people could participate equally there and express contradictions

that they felt there. there (& I3 -> BRI
k) PARRA AR
(44M%)  express contradictions that they felt contradictions.
contradictions (3% -> BIFRMAE (HIR) -> HVED which 7],
at) participate "SIT %, BI5T %, = take part in = join
contradiction "F/E, FJE L7 SH) - HH
BGE) inresponse to [~ITJHU T, ~ICE A T
) CHUEC T, BARIZTRTDOALDPEICSML, WoBEUTOFPE2RITE 2 L) Bl
¥—DBiiefEsr) L LE L,

Along with preparations for Expo '70, Okamoto was working on another grand project.
HGE) alongwith T~IZHIA T, ~&—fflc, ~&HNZ>Ty
#) 70 FEOTTHEOHENE L I, MR OHKRE 7B 2 7 MDA T E L,

He had been requested to produce a huge mural for a lobby in a hotel in Mexico.

HE) MASE T ZERE SiHA NS
M) I AF T alch s i T Ao =iz EREEHOFWERERINE L 7,
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Sympathizing with the powerful art and view of life and death of the Mexicans, he chose a theme totally unsuitable for a

hotel lobby.

Hilg S i
Xik) AR Because he was sympathizing with the powerful art -

AGE) sympathize with "T~IZFIET %, ~Z25D#ITEA ) | Nﬂi/\q%?Z)\ ~ICEIRT B
R BN REME XAF L aDAEBICHIBEL, AT Lont—ci3 o MEbhnT —< 2B E
L7z,

He portrayed a skelton burnt by an atomic bomb.
SCE) SralO%IEEH SIS
i) portray T~% KRBT 5, il
skelton "%, B X skull "HHE
) R E s R T E E L,

However, at the same time, he also expressed the human force trying to overcome the tragedy of the atomic bomb.
HiGE) tragedy TMZgH, ABBEINYZ3HHE ) BEE crisis, emergency, disaster, catastrophe
) Ll FRICHBREFEHOBE2 R L) T3 AHD2RE L £ L7,

The mural was named Tomorrow's Mythology.

) BEEIZBIHOMGE L AT SN E L,
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Part 4 | What was the message of Okamoto's works?

BRI
Men Aflame, the work _that preceded Tomorrow's Mythology, was inspired by a terrible incident.

HEE) aflame "HAZZ->C, R EL T, HEodfRcHivTy
precede Tk DABICHEZ B - AU B, XD bAEICHED, BITT 5, BT 5,
incident THIKH, FE 05

F) HHOMGEEL D SHIOERTH 22 2 Nk, AL LwIHRcMfE I nE L,

A Japanese fishing boat became a victim of a thermonuclear weapon test on Bikini Island in 1954.
HEE) victim "EPEE. BEERE) = casualty
thermonuclear "BWZRELA KGO

) H 2 HADWAA 1954 FED E X Bl CORIEE T A b OBIEEICR D £ L7,

Another work, Moment, illustrated the violent explosion of an atomic bomb and showed how keenly interested Okamoto
was in the issue of the nuclear threat.
3CiR) SrElORIERE  SiHHA S
HiGE) explosion ME@FE, 2

keenly DZUIC, WL <. Hidfic, oz, $i<

threat &), i, HiJky /Oret/ TAL v I
) DR TH 5. BN, RO LB 2 T L. MADKIEGROBROMEIC En L <
Ka2Ffo T 2R L E LT,

At the time of the Vietnam War, he provided the handwritten manuscript "Don't Kill" for an opinion ad in The Washington
Post.
Hi3E) manuscript " FEHZOFEY), JEE, FE
ad TIR® ) advertisement DRffElE TVad T7 L Ea<—> vl
) N b FAEESRIC, 7Yy P YRR MROBRIAHICFHEO TR 7% 2L Lk,

~ 10 -~
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Tower of the Sun has three suns: the white sun in front stands for the present, the golden sun on top symbolizes the future,
and the black sun in back looks back on the past.
3GE) T (colon)y DFEMR HEIDOFENZ SV 7). BARIICHIIL 72D 32 £ FiTHw 5,
H) stand for = symbolize = look back
BRI NI GE R M) Z 2T £, Lo T, S I Clibn T s BEENIX, FU L) AR
RCibNTw 2 EEZONET, KICOD SR VHEERH > TH, 3y > TRIUIEFcE 7,
HiGE) symbolize "~ZRET 25, ~DRYTH %,
HAGE) stand for T~2E T, RT3

look back TSV, [HIREY S
W) KBaDREICIE 3 DOKEDH Y £F, WIHOHVCKE3BEZRL, LOEEORBGIEIAKEZLL, &
HDOBRCKGIIBEZRDIED £7,

The black sun represents a manmade sun, or atomic bomb, which destroys human beings.
SC) BARRARAE O IEHIBRAE  SiBHEN
HIEE) manmade "AMDMES>72, AL,
or "T4bt
destroy THERS % BRITT )
A BOKRBHIALOKRE, $hbbEFENZRL TOET, ZHUIAMZBIZT D TT,

In contrast, in Tomorrow's Mythology, the skelton roaring with laughter doesn't look backward.

HiGE) roar "9 %%, 1325, KETEY

HGE) in contrast TRHRIZ

A A, IHOMEETIE, RE TR TLaHEF BT 2R TwEEA, (@ERICHE->THEX )1
RZE¥A, )

This figure symbolizes human beings who don't surrender to nuclear disasters and are capable of laughing at their perils.
HiEE) surrender "FEIRT 2. K57 %,
HGE) be capableof (~DEETIDH 2, ~T2HI1DH % |
atone'speril THZDOHEEICE VT, fEiZE LT, /peril ¥, k., &EU
#) CoOMNIIKOBHRICKESET, Aol bofilizRA 2 NH2£L THET,

Okamoto confronted society through his artistic works.
HEE) confront T~DHIZVZBIEED 5, ~ICIEHIT %
) BRI ZMIN 2B 2B C TR 370D F L,

~ 11~
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However, his message was not simply antiwar or antinuclear.

¥1) anti | @nti, (CK) éntar | / antibacterial "HLEED | |, antiballistic missile "HGEHGIEE S 4 A )L
X semi | sémi, (CK) sémar / semiconductor TIHEAE] | semiautomatic gun " F BN
F) LLl, oAy e—Y 3R 2 - M TI3dH D FEATL,

It was not only a peace demonstration that had become a formality, either.
Xi#) either HEXTHWONT, "T~bE/) EWVIEKRICER S, HEXTIE Mooy
H3E) demonstration "7 €., 7RMRIEHTE)
formality TEAXMNWTFREE . BT DB D
) ZAUIERZ T D b DI > I PABEENCldd h F-ATL %,

Rather, his works ring out a powerful message of his life in this age of nuclear proliferation.
HAGE) proliferation "EUE. WOE. BIEHL
HGE) ringout TG B HEJE S

) O L ABDOIEGRIIZIEE D Z DRI D NAED B 20 A v 2 —2 2 EhpE TV E T,

Okamoto Taro died in 1996.

) PARKERIX 1996 FEIC T ) £ L7,

In his later years, he was more or less ignored by the art world, but it is remarkable how he has been re-appreciated since
his death.
HiGE) ignore TEGLT 5, WL 7

re-appreciate | FFaBik 3 5 |
HGE) moreorless [0
) B, RIEEMAD S LN B BHI N E L7203, Kok, ENZITHREERS N 3EET
NEZILTY,

What is your reaction to Okamoto's message in our time?

) Hx DHRICBEWT, MADA vy —~DHLEDRIBIZED LI b DTTH?

~12 -~



